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If your receipt of this Iransniission is in ciror, please notify this finn immediately by 
collect call to sender at (617) 439-4444 and send the original transmission to us by rclum 
mail at the address below. 

This Iransmkision is intended for the $olO use of Ihc iiuUvidual and entity to whom it 
is addi-essed, and may contain Information that i$ privileged, conndential and 
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Vou are hereby notified that any 
dlsscmmntion, distribution or duplication of this transmis.<;ioii |>y someone other 
than the intended addressee or its designated agent fs sfrictly prohibited. 

EDWARDS ANGELL PALMER & DODGE LLP 
P.O. Box 55874, Boston, Massachusetts 02205 
Telephono; (617) 439-4444 Facsimile; (617) 439-4170 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Jii re Patent Application of: 
KiriUOstanin eC al, 

ApplrCiUion No,: 10/729,576 Confirmation No,: 9888 

Filed: Occcnibcr 1, 2003 Art Unit: 1646 

For: CHF J. SURFACE PROTniNS AND USE Rxaminer: t.i 

'n-IRRHOF AS INDICATORS OF 
ACnVATION OF CELLULAR SIGNAL 
TRAN SDU CTION PATPIWAYS 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
VXX Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313^1450 

Dear Sir; 

Claims 1-42 are pending in the current application and tlie Examiner has required 
rcijiriction between the following groups: 

I. Claims 1 -38, which are drawn to methods for identifying a test compound that 
modiilaies a heterologous receptor, classified in class 435, subclass 7.1; and 

II, Claims 39-42, which arc drawn to kits for screening lest compounds that 
modnlato a heterologous receptor, classified in class 435, subclass 325. 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Ofnco Action mailed 
January 13, 2006, Applicants hereby provisionally elect claims 1 -38 for continued examination, 
with Imvcrse. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the requirements for restriction and election, and submit 
that the requirements are improper. 
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First, Applicants assert that the subject matter of llicsc groups represent different 
cnibodiiiicnts of a single inventive concept for which a single patent should issue. The pending 
claims represent an intricate web of knowledge, continuity of effort, and consequences of a 
single invention, which merit examination of all of these claims in a single application. More 
particularly, a single, searchable, unifying aspect links all of the claima. Hiis single, searchable, 
unifying aspect relates to tlie screening of compounds thnt modulate a heterologous receptor llrnt 
is functionally integrated into a signal transduction pathway of a cell. 

Second. Applicants submit that a sufficient search and examination with respect to tlie 
subject matter of all claims can be made without serious burden. As the M.P.E.P. slates: 



If the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on 
the merits, even though it includes claims to independent or 
distinct inventions. M.P.E.P. § 803 (8th ed„ Rev, No, 2, May 
2004). 



'lliat is. oven if the above-enumerated groups of claims arc drawn to disUnct inventions, the 
Kxamirtcr must still examine the entire application on the merits because doing so will not 
result ill a serious burdejr. This is especially true where, as here, both groups of claims share 
the same class (class 435), and given the robust and extensive computerized search engines and 
databases at the Uxaminer's disposal. Accordingly, it is resj^cctfully requested that the 
restriction requirement bo reconsidered and the elected claims of Group I be rejoined with 
those of Group II so that claims 1-42 may be presently examined. 

Applicants believe no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No, . 04-1105. 

Dated; l^ebmaiy 10, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 




Melissa Huntcr-Iinsor, Ph.D. 



Registration No.: 55,289 
EDWARDS ANGELL PAI..MER & DODGn 



LLP 
P.O. Box S5S74 
Boston, Massachusetts 02205 
(617) 439-4444 

Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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